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Gun 

Violence 
 
What do you think?  

As we reflect on 2012, 

there were a number of 

gun-related incidents 

that made many of us 

outragedoutraged. The senseless 

shootings at the movie 

theater in Aurora, Colo.; 

the Sikh Temple of Wis-

consin shootings in Oak 

Creek; and, most recent-

ly, the shootings in New-

town, Conn., that took 

the lives of innocent 

children and their teach-

ers. What is gun vio-

lence? What causes it? 

And most importantly: 

What can we do to pre-What can we do to pre-

vent it?vent it?  
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What is gun 

violence? 

It takes a village to raise a child. 

Sometimes, the village fails to re-

spond to the needs of families. This 

type of neglect can turn into school 

violence. Strong community pro-

grams will help decrease the chanc-

es of violence. Before and after school programs for 

working and/or single parents are good places to 

start.  

We also need to discuss removing and making it 

more difficult for people to obtain illegal handguns. 

As President Barack Obama said, "Dealing with the 

issue of gun violence is complex, but that is not a 

reason for us to do nothing." The removal of assault 

weapons and reducing the number of illegal hand-

guns will not end gun violence, but these actions 

will be two specific steps in our effort to address the 

carnage and pain that gun violence causes. 

Mental health treatment may also help ensure ac-

cessible, high quality, culturally competent and 

widely accessed mental health treatment in the 

implementation of the Affordable Care Act.  

Gun violence defined 

literally means the use 

of a firearm to threaten 

or inflict violence or 

harm. Gun violence 

may be broadly de-

fined as a category of 

violence and crime 

committed with the use of a firearm; it may 

or may not include actions ruled as self-

defense, actions for law enforcement, or the 

safe lawful use of firearms for sport, hunt-

ing, and target practice. The phrase "gun 

crime" is consistently used by both gun-

control and gun-rights policy advocates, with 

differing emphases: the former group advo-

cates reducing gun violence by enacting and 

enforcing regulations on guns, gun owners, 

and the gun industry, while the latter group 

advocates education on how to be a respon-

sible gun owner. 

It is a serious issue that has plagued U.S. 

schools in recent years. Unfortunately, a 

number of innocent students and teachers 

have been injured and killed by gunshots. 

There's no simple solution to this outbreak 

of senseless violence, but it is important to 

be proactive, rather than reactive, to help 

eliminate gun violence at middle schools. 

What causes gun 

violence? 

What can we do to 

prevent gun vio-

lence? 
Access to weapons is one of the 

main causes of school violence.  

Many family homes contain at 

least one firearm. An illegal sale 

of handguns to teenagers in-

creases the accessibility to 

weapons. Carrying a weapon into a school is al-

most too easy.  Metal detectors in school systems 

should help reduce the incidence of violent at-

tacks. If you own a gun, make sure that you keep it 

locked away from your child, and add a reliable 

trigger lock to increase safety. If you find your child 

with an illegal gun, always contact authorities. Me-

dia violence also plays a strong role in the in-

crease in school violence. Children witness vio-

lence on television and movies or through video 

games. Exposure to these types of media might 

increase the likelihood of aggressive behavior. 

Talk to your children to make sure that they under-

stand the difference between fictional violence, 

which has no real-life consequences, and real vio-

lence, which can lead to heartbreak, prison and 

death.  A child's environment has also been linked 

to school violence. Family and home life has 

changed with the times, and the disintegration of 

the family unit might be another cause of school 

violence. Lack of parental participation, abuse and 

poverty set up systems for failure. When a child is 

shown negative behavior, such as alcoholism, gun 

violence or physical abuse, a child might find it 

difficult to break out of the mold. Sometimes, the 

failures of role models translate into school vio-

lence.  

Guns, children, and school should never be used 

in the same sentence. But over the last few years 

a trend has emerged causing the media to report 

incidents of gun violence in our schools. This has 

got to stop! The question is how do we stop it? 


