
The myriad issues surrounding pov-

erty and homelessness create major 

relational strains. People exhaust 

their personal relationships in the 

same way they exhaust their finan-

cial resources. By the time a person 

is living on the streets, camping, or 

staying in a shelter their relation-

ships are damaged, adding loneli-

ness to their other problems. A sim-

ple offer of friendship can be a 

meaningful starting place in helping 

a person to recover from being 

homeless. Entering a shelter, seek-

ing mental health treatment, going 

to twelve step meetings, applying 

for help with housing—these can be 

daunting tasks. Walking with some-

one, believing in them, encouraging 

them, and listening can give them 

strength to address problems in oth-

er areas of their life.  

No one likes to see a fellow Ameri-

can sitting out in front of the local 

mall, begging for change so that 

they can “get something to eat.” But 

the odds are that when people beg 

on the streets in America, they are 

simply using that money to buy al-

cohol or drugs. Face it – homeless-

ness is a dead-end way of life, and 

no one gets anywhere by living in 

perpetual homelessness. So, why do 

we put up with homelessness in 

America? 

  

We tolerate public begging and va-

grancy in America, because we 

don’t connect this delinquent be-

havior to the stability of our local 

economies. We don’t understand 

that large retailers like Wal-Mart 

and Costco prohibit the homeless 

from begging on their property, and 

that’s one reason why American 

consumers choose to shop there 

hassled for change.  



According to the US Census Bu-

reau, in 2009, 43.6 million people 

were in poverty, up from 39.8 mil-

lion in 2008 — the third consecu-

tive annual increase in the number 

of people in poverty. Also according 

to the U S Census Bureau, the rates 

of poverty for all types of families 

are increasing. The poverty rate 

and the number in poverty in-

creased across all types of families: 

married-couple families (5.8 per-

cent and 3.4 million in 2009 from 

5.5 percent and 3.3 million in 

2008); female-householder-with-no-

husband-present families (29.9 per-

cent and 4.4 million in 2009 from 

28.7 percent and 4.2 million in 

2008) and for male-householder-no

-wife-present families (16.9 percent 

and 942,000 in 2009 from 13.8 per-

cent and 723,000 in 2008). As more 

people become poor, more people 

become increasingly at risk of 

homelessness. 
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