
Good morning, it’s October 29, 2012, and welcome to 

Panther News.   

 

I’m __________________________, ____th grade. 

 

Halloween is just around the corner. This means that it is 

very soon ... this Wednesday, October 31st.  It is also 

known as “All Hallows’ Evening or Eve”.  

 

Most scholars ... educated people ... believe that it was 

originally influenced by western European harvest 

festivals and festivals of the dead. 

 

Halloween did not come to America until the 19th century 

with the immigration of the Irish and Scottish people. By 

the first decade of the 20th century, it was being 

celebrated coast to coast by people of all social, racial 

and religious backgrounds. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvest_festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvest_festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Festival_of_the_Dead


 

Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Objects and symbols developed for Halloween over time. 

The American tradition of carving pumpkins is recorded 

in 1837, and it was originally associated with harvest 

time. It was not associated with Halloween until the mid-

to-late 19th century. 

 

The imagery of Halloween comes from many sources, 

including national customs, works of Gothic and horror 

literature ... such as the novels Frankenstein and Dracula 

and classic horror films such as Frankenstein and The 

Mummy. 

 

Trick-or-treating is a customary celebration for children 

on Halloween. Children go in costume from house to 

house, asking for treats such as candy or sometimes 

money, with the question, "Trick or treat?" 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gothic_fiction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horror_fiction
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankenstein
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dracula
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Frankenstein_(1931_film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Mummy_(1932_film)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Mummy_(1932_film)


Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Let’s move away from Halloween, and take a look at a 

more serious celebration that takes place this week as 

well ... Día de los Muertos. It is a Mexican holiday, and it’s 

celebrated throughout Mexico and around the world in 

other cultures. 

 

The holiday focuses on gatherings of family and friends 

to pray for, and remember friends and family members 

who have died. The celebration takes place 

Thursday/November 1st in connection with the Catholic 

holidays of All Saints' Day and Friday/November 2nd in 

connection with All Souls' Day. 

 

Traditions connected with the holiday include building 

private altars honoring the dead using sugar skulls, 

marigolds, and the favorite foods and beverages of the 

departed, and visiting graves with these as gifts. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_Catholic_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Saints%27_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/All_Souls%27_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sugar_skull
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tagetes_erecta


 

Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Scholars ... educated people ... trace the origins of this 

Mexican holiday dating back hundreds of years and to an 

Aztec festival. The holiday has spread throughout the 

world. Similar celebrations appear in many Asian and 

African cultures. 

 

In most regions of Mexico, November 1st is to honor 

children and infants. The adults are honored on 

November 2nd. November 1st is Día de los Inocentes/"Day 

of the Innocents" or Día de los Angelitos/"Day of the 

Little Angels" and November 2nd is Día de los Muertos or 

Día de los Difuntos/"Day of the Dead". 

 

A common symbol of the holiday is the skull/calavera. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aztec
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Festival
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture_of_Asia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture_of_Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Symbol
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calavera


 

Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

 

Last broadcast, we gave the results for the mock 

Presidential election ... President Barack Obama - 90%, 

Governor Mitt Romney - 7%, and undecided - 3%. 

 

Three homerooms did get back to us so we could give the 

results for some of our parents. We have combined the 

results ... President Barack Obama - 87%, Governor Mitt 

Romney - 9%, and undecided - 4%. 

 

When we compare the results of the students to the results 

of the parents, we don’t see much difference. So based on 

these statistics ... data ... it seems President Obama has the 

winning vote in our community of parents.  

 

 

 



Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

 

Mr. Bonilla and the RYSS Senior Class of 2013 received a 

very nice message from Mr. Ali Brown, Donor 

Recruitment Coordinator, Gulf Coast Regional Blood 

Center about the blood drive this past Thursday ... 

 

“You guys did FANTASTIC! We were able to collect 79 

units which will go on to save 237 lives! That is more 

than terrific! The students were super organized and 

motivated to help save lives, and I greatly appreciate it.” 

 

The PANTHER NEWS team congratulates those 58 donors 

... most of whom were our RYSS students! In Mr. 

Villarreal’s words, “This is just another example of us 

reaching the outer limits and never settling for the 

minimum.” GO MIGHTY PANTHERS ... our Senior Class of 

2013! 

 



Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

 

As a part of the “Mix It Up At Lunch” initiative ... a new 

program or strategy ... Ms. Blake’s students will take an 

“Anti-bullying” pledge today. Tomorrow during their 

lunch period, they will encourage other students to take 

this pledge. 

 

What is a pledge and why, “Anti-bullying”? A pledge is a 

promise or commitment. It is similar to an oath. And to 

take an oath is to swear to keep your word about 

something or an action. 

 

Bullying is a problem in schools everywhere, and Ms. 

Blake’s “Anti-bullying” pledge is a good way to educate 

everyone about how harmful bullying is. We all need to 

be anti or against bullying so people don’t get hurt.  

 

 



We need to be anti or against the following ... 

 

Shoving, punching, pushing or other ways of hurting 

people physically. 

 

Leaving someone out of your group on purpose. 

 

Ganging up on others.  

 

Teasing or being mean. One of the most common ways 

that people do this is spreading bad rumors. 

 

Cyber bullying using texting, email or other technology. 

Some of the most common examples include: sending 

hurtful messages, and posting pictures or untrue 

messages on web sites, blogs or social networks, like 

Facebook, MySpace and Twitter. 

 



If you want to take the “Anti-bullying” pledge, go to 

classroom 97 before or after school. 

 

A part of the RYSS “Anti-bullying” pledge follows ... 

 

I ... your name ... a student at the Raul Yzaguirre School 

for Success, agree to join my peers to stamp out bullying 

at our school because I believe that everybody should be 

able to enjoy our school equally, and should be able to 

feel safe, secure, and accepted. 

 

By taking this pledge, I acknowledge that if I see 
someone being bullied, and I don’t report or stop the 
bullying, I am just as guilty. Because … 

 

IF YOU ARE NOT PART OF THE SOLUTION, YOU ARE PART 

OF THE PROBLEM! 

 

 



 

“Communities in Schools” is very active on our campus. To 

give you an idea of what will be happening: 

 

Today:  Math Tutoring – Math Unit Review. Homework 

Completion. Math Enrichment – “Math Trashketball” 

Competition. Homework Completion. Physical Activity – 

Soccer and Volleyball. Xbox and Wii. 

   

Tuesday:  Science Tutoring – Science Unit Review. 

Homework Completion. Science Enrichment – “Tornados”. 

Homework Completion. Fine Arts/Arts and Crafts – “Puzzle 

Piece Poster”. Health and Wellness – “Knock-out Dodge 

Ball”.   

  

Wednesday:  Reading Tutoring – Lesson 2 Vocabulary 

Review. Homework Completion. Reading Enrichment – 

“Obstacle Course”, Classroom Vocabulary. Homework 

Completion. Physical Activity – “Kickball and Soccer”, Xbox 

and Wii.  

   



 

Some quick announcements: 

 

Tomorrow, Ms. Lopez’s 6th and 8th grade Gym classes are 

having a “Health Fair” for the elementary gym classes. 

Topics will range from having a happy healthy Halloween, 

the “Food Pyramid”, to how much fat and calories are in 

those chips you eat every day ... and many more topics. 

 

Got talent? Ms. Orozco is looking for students to 

participate in a variety of acts as singers, dancers, 

musicians and actors. The performance will be held 

November 20th.  Get in touch with her NOW, so there is 

plenty of time to practice! 

 

As we mentioned in our last broadcast, we are very 
excited about our PANTHER NEWS team traveling to the 
KUHF/PBS and NPR studios on the University of Houston 
campus, November 5th. We’ll talk about broadcasting as 
a career choice in our next broadcast. 



 

And more quick announcements: 

 

The Robotics team is building robots from Lego pieces. If 
you are interested in making some cool robots, and then 
competing, please talk with Mr. Sanchez in room 322. 

 

We continue to ask for composition submissions so our 

fellow students will have an opportunity to read them 

“live” on PANTHER NEWS. Teachers, please submit your 

students’ compositions to Mr. Chambers so we can then 

contact the student writers for our broadcasts. 

 

PANTHER NEWS is looking for student newscasters. 

Represent your school, worldwide. Please talk with Mr. 

Chambers in room 331. 

 

 

 



 

And more quick announcements: 

 

Wear your ID badge at all times while on campus. 
 
 
Respect each other as you pass by in the hallways. Stay 
to your right, and NO BULLYING, please! 
 
 
If you see trash in the hallways of our buildings and 
anywhere on our campus, please pick it up, and throw it 
in a garbage can. 
 
 

It has been called to our attention that some students 

are in the school buildings too early every morning 

before classes begin. And some students have been seen 

in the gym as well. Please don’t enter the school 

buildings and walk around the hallways before 7:55am. If 

there is a club meeting or a reason to see a specific 

teacher earlier, this is understood, but if not, please 

don’t enter the buildings until 7:55am. 



 
 

Lunch Menu: 
 
 

 

Today:  Meat Loaf Patty and Gravy or Roasted Chicken, 
Potato Salad, Sweet Corn, Fat Free Pudding, Wheat 
Bread, Pineapple Tidbits.  

 

 

Tuesday:  Meat and Cheese Enchilada or Baked Fish Fillet, 
Spanish Rice, Steamed Zucchini, Mixed vegetables, Peach 
Cobbler. 

 

 

Wednesday:  Sloppy Joe on Bun or Pork Tamales, 
Steamed Cauliflower, Pinto Beans, Ice Cream Cup, Fresh 
Grapes. 

  

 

 

 

 


