
Good morning, it’s November 19, 2012, and welcome to 

Panther News.  I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

Mr. De La Garza’s Cappela group will sing our National 

Anthem this morning. The group members are:  Xavier 

Barreda, Gabriel Fulfer, Kevin Gonzalez, Hugo Irene, 

Manuel Mendez, Jonathan Mondragon and Brian 

Navarro. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Thank you! 

 

As we all know, this week is a short week because of the 

Thanksgiving Holiday. We will get out of school 

tomorrow at 1:30 for the rest of the week. And teachers 

and staff, don’t forget your special Thanksgiving meal at 

the RYSS cafeteria tomorrow from 2:00 to 3:30. 

 

Each year the Thanksgiving holiday is celebrated on the 

fourth Thursday of November ... this year, November 

22nd . It is also celebrated in Canada on the second 

Monday of October. Several other places around the 

world observe similar celebrations. Historically, 

Thanksgiving had roots in religious and cultural tradition. 

 

Prayers of thanks and special thanksgiving ceremonies 

are common among almost all religions after harvests 

and at other times. The holiday's history in North 

America is rooted in English traditions dating from the 

Protestant Reformation. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Reformation


Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

If you are not familiar with the Protestant Reformation, 

go online and do a Google or Yahoo search. It was started 

by Martin Luther, John Calvin and other early Protestants 

in the 16th Century ... you do the rest. 

 

Let’s take a look at the modern Thanksgiving holiday 

tradition in the United States. It is traced back to the 

1621 celebration at Plymouth in present-day 

Massachusetts. The 1621 Plymouth feast and 

thanksgiving was held because of a good harvest. 

 

In later years, religious thanksgiving services were 

declared by civil leaders such as Governor Bradford who 

planned a thanksgiving celebration in 1623. The practice 

of holding an annual harvest festival like this did not 

become a regular event in New England until the late 

1660s. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Martin_Luther
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Calvin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Protestants
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Bradford_(Plymouth_governor)


Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

As President of the United States, George Washington 

proclaimed the first nation-wide thanksgiving celebration in 

America marking November 26, 1789, "as a day of public 

thanksgiving and prayer”. 

 

From the time of the Founding Fathers until the time of 

Abraham Lincoln, the date Thanksgiving was observed varied 

from state to state. The final Thursday in November had 

become the customary date in most U.S. states by the 

beginning of the 19th century. 

 

Thanksgiving was first celebrated on the same date by all states 

in 1863 by a presidential proclamation of Abraham Lincoln. He 

proclaimed the date to be the final Thursday in November in an 

attempt to encourage a sense of American unity between the 

Northern and Southern states during the Civil War. 

 

In 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt signed a bill into law 

with Congress, making Thanksgiving a national holiday on the 

fourth Thursday in November. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Party_System
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Founding_Fathers_of_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abraham_Lincoln
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_D._Roosevelt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Congress


Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

 

Let’s move from Thanksgiving to a new feature for PANTHER 

NEWS ... “Movie Review”. Our advisor, Mr. Chambers will 

premiere our first review ... hoping that students who see 

great movies will submit their reviews for broadcast 

consideration. 

 

We mentioned earlier Abraham Lincoln and his attempt 

with Thanksgiving to bring the Northern and Southern states 

together during the Civil War. Mr. Chambers saw the new 

movie, “Lincoln”, this past weekend and his review follows: 

 

“Lincoln”, directed by Steven Speilberg and starring Daniel 

Day-Lewis as Abraham Lincoln is a must-see movie. It is 

rated PG-13 for violent Civil War battle scenes and a bit of 

strong language, but I highly recommend that our College 

Prep Academy students ... along with their parents ... watch 

this moving and historically-accurate movie.  

 



Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Mr. Chambers’ review continues: 

 

This remarkable movie details President Abraham Lincoln’s 

course of action designed to end the Civil War, unite the 

southern and northern states, and abolish slavery. Daniel Day-

Lewis’ portrayal of Lincoln brings the 16th President of the 

United States back to life.  

 

His acting is so incredible and believable that you feel as if you 

are actually in the presence of one of the greatest ... if not the 

greatest ... presidents that our country has ever had. The other 

actors with Daniel Day-Lewis do a great job as well of 

realistically recreating the events of the last four months of 

President Lincoln’s life. 

 

As a fan of American History and a teacher, I give this movie a 

“two thumbs up”, and I hope it becomes standard viewing in 

the classroom to help students have a greater understanding of 

the man, Abraham Lincoln, and his accomplishments as the 16th 

President of the United States.  



Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

 

Mr. Moreno wants us to announce that a fundraising 

volleyball game ... the “Terrific Teachers” against the 

“Super Students” ... will take place during 6th and 7th 

periods ... 1:30 to 3:20 ... today in the gym. The price for 

attendance is $4.00, and it includes free dress for today 

and tomorrow. 

 

 

Any teacher is welcome to participate in the game. If 

you’d like to participate on the sidelines, we can also 

accommodate you as well. Look for the flyers in the 

hallways giving the details of the game. 

 

 

 

  



Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Ms. Torres and Mr. Brown want us to announce that the 

date for the collection of canned goods and non-

perishable items has been extended to December 14. 

They are also asking that students donate blankets, if 

possible, along with the other items. 

 

As part of their National Council of La Raza project, the 

Youth Advisory Group is addressing the issue of hunger 

and homelessness in the Latino community by collecting 

items during the holidays, and donating these items to 

local shelters and food banks.  

  

The group is also planning to have a toy drive, and 

information about this worthy project will be announced 

in the next few weeks. If you have any questions, please 

contact the Youth Advisory Group, Ms. Torres, or Mr. 

Brown. 

 



 

“Communities in Schools” is very active on our campus. 

To give you an idea of what will be happening: 

 

 

Today:  Math Tutoring – Math Unit Review. Homework 

Completion. Math Enrichment – “Math Trashketball”. 

Homework Completion. Physical Activity – Soccer, Xbox, 

Wii.   

 

 

Tuesday:  Science Tutoring – Science Unit Review. 

Homework Completion. Science Enrichment – “Rock 

Candy” Experiment Results. Homework Completion. Fine 

Arts – “Free Drawing”. Health and Wellness – Soccer, 

Cosmetology.  

 

   

     



Some quick announcements: 

 

Mr. Chambers wants us to mention again that if there 

are any students who are 18 or older, and might be 

interested in a broadcasting internship or volunteer work 

at KUHF and KUHT studios, see him in room 331 so he 

can help you submit an application for consideration.  

 

We mentioned in our last broadcast Ms. Blake’s “Anti-

bullying” pledge for the students. If you want to take this 

pledge, go to classroom 97 before or after school. 

 

Teachers please submit ... on a regular basis ... your 

students’ writing to Mr. Chambers so we can then 

contact those students for our broadcasts. We would like 

for them to have an opportunity to “go live” ... read their 

compositions ... on PANTHER NEWS ... a great 

experience!  

 

 



And more quick announcements: 

 

Make sure that you are following the uniform code in 

your student handbook. 

 
Wear your ID badge at all times while on campus. 
 
 
Respect each other as you pass by in the hallways. Stay 
to your right, and NO BULLYING, please! 
 
 
If you see trash in the hallways of our buildings and 
anywhere on our campus, please pick it up, and throw it 
in a garbage can. 
 
 

Please don’t enter the school buildings and walk around 

the hallways before 7:55am. If there is a club meeting or 

a reason to see a specific teacher earlier, this is 

understood, but if not, please don’t enter the buildings 

until 7:55am. 



 
Lunch Menu: 
 
 
 
Today:  Nachos with Ground Beef or BBQ Chicken, 
Refried Beans, Golden Corn, Applesauce. 
 
 
 
Tuesday:  Spaghetti and Meat Sauce or Beef BBQ, Baked 
Potato with Sour Cream, Sliced Cucumbers, Ranch Peas 
and Carrots, Sugar Cookie, Fruit Mix. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 
 
That’s all for now. We’ll see you next Monday. Have a 
great day, and study hard! Your future depends on it! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


