
 

Good morning, it’s December 3, 2012, and welcome to 

Panther News.  I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

We would like to begin our 20th broadcast with a poem 
by Damian Salazar, 6th grade. 

 

Welcome, Damian! Take my seat, and be our first, 
student guest speaker! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Great poem, thank you, Damien! 

 

We mentioned earlier that this is our 20th broadcast. Let’s 

take a look at the number, 20.  It is the natural number 

following 19 and preceding 21. A group of twenty units may 

also be referred to as a score. President Lincoln said in his 

famous “Gettysburg Address” ... “four score and seven years 

ago”.  So ... 4 times 20 plus seven equals 87. His speech was 

made in 1863, and he was referring to the Declaration of 

Independence in 1776 ... 87 years before ... 1776 plus 87 

equals 1863. 

 

20 is the number of quarter or half turns required to solve a 

Rubik's Cube;  20 is the atomic number of calcium;  20 is the 

third magic number in physics;  20 is used as an index in 

measuring vision ... 20/20 indicates normal vision at 20 feet;  

20 is at the point where a person is no longer a teenager;  

and the list goes on. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_number
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/19_(number)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/21_(number)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rubik%27s_Cube
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Atomic_number
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Calcium
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Magic_number_(physics)


Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Of course we all know about December 21st , 2012 ... just 

18 days away! This date is regarded as the end-date of a 

5,125-year-long cycle in the Mesoamerican Long Count 

calendar. 

 

A New Age interpretation of this transition or change is 

that this date marks the start of time in which Earth and 

its inhabitants may undergo a positive physical or 

spiritual transformation, and that 2012 may mark the 

beginning of a new era. Others suggest that the 2012 

date marks the end of the world. 

 

Don’t worry … scholars/educated people have dismissed 

the idea of such events happening. Professional Mayanist 

scholars state that predictions of doom and disaster are 

not found in any of the existing Maya accounts, and that 

the idea that the Long Count calendar "ends" in 2012 

misrepresents Maya history and culture.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesoamerican_Long_Count_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesoamerican_Long_Count_calendar
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Age
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spiritual_transformation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/End_time
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayanist
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maya_codices
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maya_civilization#History


 

Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Astronomers and other scientists have rejected “doomsday” 

as pseudoscience ... false.  Susan Milbrath, curator of Latin 

American Art and Archaeology at the Florida Museum of 

Natural History, says, "We have no record or knowledge 

that the Maya would think the world would come to an 

“end" in 2012.  

 

Sandra Noble, executive director of the Foundation for the 

Advancement of Mesoamerican Studies says, “The 2012 

phenomenon is a complete fabrication or fiction and a 

chance for a lot of people to make money.” The movie, 

“2012” is a good example of Hollywood making money off 

this idea of the world coming to an end. 

 

So, let us know what you think about December 21st , 2012 

... just 18 days away! Send us your comment to: 

panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com 

and we will broadcast what you have to say. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pseudoscience
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Curator
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Museum_of_Natural_History
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florida_Museum_of_Natural_History


Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

We’ll have more about the 2012 phenomenon as we move 

closer to December 21st . 

 

We still have an AMC movie pass to give away! If you know 

the answer to the following question, send it to our e-mail 

address. 

 

Who was the only person who signed all four founding 

documents of our country:  “the Articles of Association of 

1774”, “the Declaration of Independence of 1776”, “the 

Articles of Confederation of 1777” and “the United States 

Constitution of 1787”?  No help from teachers, please! 

 

Send your answer to: 

panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com 

 

The first student to send in the correct answer will receive 

the movie pass. Put your name in the subject line. 

mailto:panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com


 

Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Since Christmas is “right around the corner” ... soon ... let’s 

take a look at its true meaning. It honors the memory of the 

birth of Jesus Christ. By the early-to-mid 4th century, the 

Western Christian Church had placed Christmas on 

December 25th . 

 

Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus to the Virgin Mary as 

a fulfillment of the Old Testament's Messianic prophecy. 

The Bible contains two accounts which describe the events 

surrounding Jesus' birth. According to popular tradition, the 

birth took place in a stable, surrounded by farm animals. 

 

Popular tradition also holds that three kings or wise men … 

named Melchior, Caspar, and Balthazar … visited the baby 

Jesus. The visitors were said to be following a mysterious 

star, commonly known as the “Star of Bethlehem”, believing 

it to announce the birth of a king of the Jews. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Western_Christian_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_Church
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgin_Mary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_Testament
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesus_and_Messianic_prophecy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Casper_(name)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Balthazar_(given_name)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Star_of_Bethlehem


 

Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

 

Now, let’s take a look at the word, "Christmas". It is a 

compound word originating in the term "Christ's Mass". It 

comes from Old English, a phrase that was first recorded in 

1038.  

 

 

In addition to "Christmas", the holiday has been known by 

various other names throughout its history. The Anglo-

Saxons referred to it as "Midwinter".  "Nativity", meaning 

"birth", is from Latin nātīvitās.  In Old English, "Yule" 

referred to the periods, January and December.  "Noel" 

entered English in the late 14th century and is from the Old 

French, “noel”, itself from the Latin, “nātālis”, day of birth. 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mass_(liturgy)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_English_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anglo-Saxon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Midwinter
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yule
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin_language


 

Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Of course, we also know “Christmas” as “La Navidad”, and 

here’s an interesting story. 

 

On the night of December 24-25, 1492, Christopher 

Columbus’ boat, the Santa María, ran aground … or stuck in 

a place where it could no longer float … off the northern 

coast of the island of Hispaniola and had to be abandoned.  

 

With no room for the stranded sailors, Columbus was forced 

to set up the new village, “La Navidad”, the first European 

settlement in the New World. They used the wood and 

other materials from the boat, Santa María to build the 

village.  

 

When Columbus returned the following year, he found that 

the colonists had been massacred by the natives. 

 



 

We want to mention again that the “Best Christmas 

Ever” event will take place here at TCCC-RYSS on 

December 8, this Saturday. The event gives children at 

our school and surrounding schools the opportunity to 

experience the joy of the holidays.  

 

This year’s event will be the largest since its beginning 20 

years ago with a goal of providing over 200 boys and girls 

Christmas gifts and clothes. There will also be a 

traditional holiday lunch and presents handed out by 

Santa and his helpers. 

 

Teachers and staff, please make this “Best Christmas 

Ever” truly the best by participating. Please consider 

becoming an official sponsor, in-kind contributor, or 

volunteer for this event.  

 

Contact Mr. Villarreal. 

 



“Communities in Schools” is very active on our campus. To 

give you an idea of what will be happening: 

 

Today:  Math Tutoring – Review. Homework Assistance and 

Completion. Math Enrichment – “Macaroni and Cheese”. 

Homework Assistance and Completion. Physical Activity – 

Soccer, Volleyball, Xbox, Wii.  

   

Tuesday:  Science Tutoring – Review. Homework Assistance 

and Completion. Science Enrichment – “Planting Veggies”. 

Fine Arts – “Mixed Media Collages”. Homework Assistance 

and Completion. Health and Wellness – Soccer, 

Cosmetology, Xbox, Wii.   

 

Wednesday:  Reading Tutoring – Workbook Vocabulary 

Lesson 4 Review. Homework Assistance and Completion. 

Reading Enrichment – “Obstacle Course”, Classroom 

Vocabulary. Homework Assistance and Completion. Physical 

Activity – Dodge Ball, Basketball.    

   

   



Some quick announcements: 

 

Remember, “V” for “Victory” is also “V” for expanding 

your “Vocabulary”. Again, Ms. Blake’s, “RYSS V 

Challenge” will provide lists of words to students in 

grades 9 - 12 so they can gain greater understanding of 

their meanings to prepare for a competition to be held 

December 17th.   

 

The date for the collection of canned goods and non-

perishable items is December 14. The Youth Advisory 

Group is also asking that students donate blankets, if 

possible, along with the other items. 

 

Please make sure that you are following the uniform 

code in your student handbook. Wear your ID badge at 

all times while on campus. Respect each other as you 

pass by in the hallways. Stay to your right, and NO 

BULLYING, please! 

  



 

Please don’t enter the school buildings and walk around 

the hallways before 7:55am, and don’t walk in with open 

drinks like coffee, hot chocolate and sodas. 

 

If you see trash in the hallways of our buildings and 
anywhere on our campus, pick it up, and throw it in a 
garbage can. 
 

 

Teachers please submit your students’ writing to Mr. 

Chambers so we can then contact those students for our 

broadcasts. We would like for them to have an 

opportunity to “go live” ... read their compositions ... on 

PANTHER NEWS ... a great experience!  

 

 
Mr. Chambers’ Technology Applications classes have a 
Digital Art show ... “The Nature of GIMP” ... on the third 
floor. Check it out! 
 
 



Sorry, we were not able to access the Lunch Menu. 

 

 

Again, our new e-mail address so you can send your 
comments and submissions to PANTHER NEWS for 
broadcast consideration: 

 
panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com 

 

That’s all for now. We’ll see you Thursday. Have a great 
day, and study hard! Your future depends on it! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


