
 

Good morning, it’s February 18, 2013, and welcome to 

Panther News. I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

Congratulations to the RYSS Student Council members 

who were invited to participate in “Latino Advocacy Day” 

… February 5th … in Austin … the Texas Capitol … to call 

the State Representatives’ attention to the impact 

education budget cutbacks have had on learning in 

classrooms. 

 

 

The students worked with students from three other 
schools and adults from NCLR … National Council of La 
Raza … affiliates throughout the state of Texas.  By 
participating in this genuine or real political process, the 
RYSS students had the particular goal of exercising 
applied social and political empowerment. 

 



 

Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

The students were selected  to participate in one of three 
categories:  

The category of “Press Conference Speaker” was offered 

the day before the event, and Yulissa Mora, RYSS high 

school student, was asked to share her narrative of a 

“DREAMER”. 

 

The RYSS Student Council members were selected based 

on their proven record of working with other students to 

affect real change in the school hallways.  They were 

required to research the effects of budget cuts using 

primary and secondary sources.  Part of their training 

included participating in legislative visit “act-it-outs.” 

 



Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

As representatives of the school, the Student Council 
Members’ responsibility is to represent the entire RYSS 
student body well in regards to their interaction with the 
public and each other. In addition, they were charged 
with being able to have an informed conversation about 
the issues that affect the Latino Community. 

 

 

Let’s take a look at the “National Latino Advocacy Days” 
event that will be held in Washington D.C., March 6th and 
7th of this year. It will bring together hundreds of leaders 
from Latino nonprofit and civic organizations throughout 
the country, offering a unique opportunity to make 
voices heard on Capitol Hill on the vital issues impacting 
Hispanic Americans. 

 

 



Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

During the event, representatives from NCLR affiliates 
and partner organizations will receive intensive training 
on policy and legislative advocacy, learn about federal 
policy issues affecting the Latino community, and build 
relationships with their members of Congress through 
legislative visits on Capitol Hill. 

  

 

Priority issues for the 2013 NCLR “National Latino 
Advocacy Days” include education, immigration, health 
care, the foreclosure crisis, the federal budget, and jobs 
and workforce development. 

 

Do some reading about Latino Advocacy. The word 
“advocacy” means … TAKE ACTION! Go to the NCLR 
website:  nclr.org   Its mission is to improve opportunities 
and open doors for Hispanic Americans. 



 

Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

Today is “President’s Day”. It is a United States federal 

holiday celebrated on the third Monday of February in 

honor of George Washington, the first President of the 

United States. His actual birthday is February 22nd. He 

was born in 1732, and he died on December 14, 1799. 

 

 

This federal holiday honors the accomplishments of the 

man known as "The Father of his Country". Celebrated 

for his leadership in the founding of the nation, 

Washington was the unanimous choice to become the 

first President. He was seen as a unifying force for the 

new republic and set an example for future holders of 

the office. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Federal_holidays_in_the_United_States
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/George_Washington


Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

The holiday is also a tribute to the General Washington 

who created the first military badge of merit for the 

common soldier. Revived on Washington's 200th 

birthday in 1932, the Purple Heart medal is awarded to 

soldiers who are injured in battle. As with Memorial Day 

and Veterans Day, Washington's Birthday offers another 

opportunity to honor the country's veterans. 

 

While several states still have individual holidays 
honoring the birthdays of Washington, Abraham Lincoln 
and other figures, “Presidents’ Day” is now popularly 
viewed as a day to celebrate all U.S. presidents, past and 
present. 

 

Go to whitehouse.gov/about/presidents to read about all 
44 presidents. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Purple_Heart
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Memorial_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Veterans_Day


 

Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

And speaking of February 22nd ... George Washington’s 

actual birthday ... it’s also the day that the “Carnival of e-

Creativity” begins in India. Mr. Chambers’ 7th grade 

classes first semester made Digital Art ... “The Nature of 

GIMP” ... and the students’ art work will be shown at this 

media art festival. 

 

He is very proud of this accomplishment at the 

international level by the students, and he hopes that 

they feel the same. Mr. Chambers states that they ... the 

students ... need to realize the significance or importance 

of achieving something like this. 

 

It shows that what they do can be accepted as something 

great and meaningful. Their work has a positive impact or 

influence on others ... congratulations, 7th graders! 



Some quick announcements: 

 

We want to mention again that this month is “National 

African American History Month”. It is an annual 

celebration of achievements by African Americans and a 

time for recognizing the central role of African Americans 

in United States history. There will be an assembly this 

Friday paying respect to African Americans, and we will 

have more details during Thursday’s broadcast. 

 

The 7th grade students will be going on a field trip 

Thursday, February 21st to the Moody Gardens.  7th 

graders, you must wear your uniform shirt with 

pants/jeans as well as your ID badge. If you don’t have 

your ID badge, you will not go. 

 

Today through Friday, students will be allowed to wear 

free dress with the exception of cargo pants or shorts, 

basketball shorts and pants with tears. Purchase a band 

from the 3rd floor office. 



 

Student-teacher “Appreciation Day” for grades 6 through 

8 is today. It will be held in the courtyard during the 

lunch periods, 11:50am to 1:30pm. Food, music and fun!  

 

 

This Thursday, the JROTC will have its required Annual 

Assistance Inspection. All JROTC cadets will be in their 

Class A uniform. The cadets will not report to 1st period 

that day. They will report to the gym at 8:00am. All of 

these students will be released at 11:00am to attend B 

Lunch. 

 

 

Our Tejano Center for Community Concerns and Raul 

Yzaguirre School for Success website has a new look with 

more information. Check it out at tejanocenter.org.  

 

 



Students who worked with Mr. Chambers two weeks ago 

to request photographs of Earth from the International 

Space Station can see their images by going to: 

tomrchambers.com/ryss_iss2.html 

If you can’t remember this web address, go to Mr. 

Chambers’ classroom for a written version. 

 

 

Students, “go live”, and read your composition on 

PANTHER NEWS ... a great experience! Ask your ELA 

teacher to send us your work, and we’ll contact you.  

 

 

Again, our e-mail address so you can send your 
comments and submissions to PANTHER NEWS for 
broadcast consideration: 

 
 

panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com 

 

 

mailto:panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com


 

Please make sure that you are following the uniform 

code in your student handbook.  

 

Wear your ID badge at all times while on campus. 

 

Respect each other as you pass by in the hallways. Stay 

to your right, and NO BULLYING, please!  

 

If you see trash in the hallways of our buildings and 

anywhere on our campus, pick it up, and throw it in a 

garbage can. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Communities in Schools: 

 

 

Today:  Math Tutoring. Homework Completion. Math 

Enrichment – “Healthy Milkshakes”. Physical Activity – 

Soccer Practice, Xbox, Wii.  

 

 

Tuesday:  Science Tutoring. Homework Completion. 

Science Enrichment – “Create a Rainbow”. Fine Arts – 

“Doodle 4 Google” Sketches. Health and Wellness – 

Dodge Ball, Cosmetology, Xbox, Wii.   

 

 

Wednesday:  Reading Tutoring. Homework Completion. 

Reading Enrichment – “Oral Reading Skills/Handmade 

Tortillas”. Physical Activity – Soccer Practice.   

   

 



Lunch Menu 

 

 

Today:  Pepperoni Pizza, Steamed Broccoli, Cheese Sauce  
Peas and Carrots, Vanilla Pudding, Diced Apricots. 
 
 

 

Tuesday:  Meat Loaf Patty and Gravy with Whole Wheat 
Bread or Hot Dog with Mayo and Ketchup, Potato Salad, 
Black-eyed Peas, Pineapple Tidbits. 

 

 

 

Wednesday:  Chicken Enchilada or Sloppy Joe, Spanish 
rice, Steamed Squash Zucchini, Mixed Vegetables, Peach 
Cobbler. 

  
    

   

 

 

 

 



 

That’s all for now. We’ll see you Thursday. Have a great 
day, and study hard! Your future depends on it! 
 


