
 

Good morning, it’s February 25, 2013, and welcome to 

Panther News. I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

As we mentioned in a previous broadcast, RYSS Student 

Council members were invited to participate in “Latino 

Advocacy Day” in Austin, February 5th to call the State 

Representatives’ attention to the impact education 

budget cutbacks have had on learning in classrooms. 

 

The students were selected to participate in one of three 
categories, and the category of “Press Conference 
Speaker” was offered the day before the event, and 
Yulissa Mora, RYSS high school student, was asked to 
share her narrative, “DREAMER”. 

 

We have Yulissa with us this morning, and she will read 
her narrative, “DREAMER”. Welcome! 



Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

Thank you, Yulissa. 

 

The RYSS Student Council members were selected based 

on their proven record of working with other students to 

affect real change in the school hallways.  They were 

required to research the effects of budget cuts using 

primary and secondary sources.  Part of their training 

included participating in legislative visit “act-it-outs.” 

 

As representatives of the school, the Student Council 
Members’ responsibility is to represent the entire RYSS 
student body well in regards to their interaction with the 
public and each other. In addition, they were charged 
with being able to have an informed conversation about 
the issues that affect the Latino Community. 

 

 



 

Good morning, I’m __________________________, 
____th grade. 

 

 

Since the STAAR exams are rapidly approaching, we want 

to focus on vocabulary once again since this is a very 

important part of being able to understand the tests to 

be able to do better and pass. 

 

 

The teachers are doing their part in 8th period and after 

school to help us study and learn word meanings we 

need to know, but we also have to help ourselves with 

this task. Even though this task is hard and not very 

exciting for most of us, we have to be responsible and 

find ways to make it easier and more interesting to also 

do some self-study. 

 



Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

According to teachingenglish.org, here are some tips for 

self-study: 

 
Make your own word box. Use one card per word, with 
the word on one side and the definition on the other. 
Test yourself with the cards, sort them into categories, 
play games with them. 
 
 
Revise eight words per day regularly. In your mind, try to 
lock the particular word onto the image of an object ... 
for example, for the word, “influenza”, think of a person 
sneezing. To practice, randomly pick a number of words 
and make up a simple, but probably crazy story using the 
words. You can do the same with the words in your 
vocabulary box. 
 
 
Have a good general attitude towards words. Note down 
all new words. Go through life with an open eye and 
attentive ear. Read aloud. 



 

Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

According to sheppardsoftware.com ... more tips for 

vocabulary self-study: 

 

Read, read, read! While you read, pay close attention to 

words you don't know. First, try to figure out their 

meanings from context. Then look the words up. And 

what is “context”? It is a set of facts or circumstances 

that surround the word ... situation or event. 

 

Write the word ... both the definition and a sentence you 

make up using the word. As soon as you learn a new 

word, start using it. 

 

Make up as many associations and connections as 

possible. Say the word aloud to activate your memory. 

Relate the word to words you already know. 



 

Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

Get in the habit of looking up words you don't know. If 

you have a dictionary program on your computer, keep it 

open and handy. 

 

 

Get excited about words! Come to appreciate the 

differences between them. Learn to say what you really 

mean and discover the joys of being able to express 

yourself in writing. Your future can depend on how rich 

your vocabulary is.  

 

A good vocabulary will make a difference on 

standardized tests such as STAAR, SAT and GRE. 



Good morning, I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

Mr. Chambers wants us to know ... since he works with 

computers, software and applications on the Internet ... 

that there are other ways we can make the self-study of 

vocabulary exciting and effective in terms of 

remembering the word meanings and using them ... if we 

have a computer and the Internet at home or access to a 

computer and the Internet somewhere. 

 

For example, he is having students in his 8th period 

vocabulary class study a lesson each from the vocabulary 

book, and then work with the words, their meanings, 

usage in sentences and pictures to create a PowerPoint 

presentation. After they finish, they will then teach their 

lessons through projection to their classmates as they 

take notes for more study. 

 



 

So, let’s take the initiative or take action ourselves to 

study vocabulary. If we don’t have PowerPoint at home 

or elsewhere, we can go to a free, online version called 

“Prezi”. Its web address is prezi.com ... one more time ... 

prezi.com. It is cool, and it will make the study of 

vocabulary fun and exciting. 

 

Also, there are two very cool word art websites:  

wordle.net and tagxedo.com ... one more time:  

wordle.net and tagxedo.com. These free websites allow 

you to work with your words and meanings and 

sentences you practice writing with the vocabulary to 

make some very interesting word art combinations. 

 

And don’t consider self-study of vocabulary a task or 

chore. Use prezi.com, wordle.net and tagxedo.com to 

help you have greater understanding and retention, or 

being able to remember more and longer. And search the 

Internet for other cool websites like these to help you 

have fun improving your vocabulary. 



 

Our teachers are working hard in the classroom to help 

us with our vocabulary to prepare for our STAAR exams 

so we can do better, and pass. We can also help 

ourselves with learning vocabulary by doing self-study. 

 

Some quick announcements: 

 

Ms. Maria Lopez wants us to announce that due to the 

gym being used Wednesday, February 27th, PE will be in 

the temporary buildings. Teachers, if you have any work 

for 6th or 7th graders, she will help them with it. 

 

This week is “Spirit Week” and for $5.00 for the week or 

$2.00 per day, you can dress up. Today is “Pajama Day”; 

Tuesday – “Twin Day”; Wednesday – “Tacky Day”; 

Thursday – “Nerd Day”; and Friday – “Sports Day”. Buy 

your tickets in the third floor office.  

 

 



 

Our Tejano Center for Community Concerns and Raul 

Yzaguirre School for Success website has a new look with 

more information. Check it out at tejanocenter.org.  

 

Students, “go live”, and read your composition on 

PANTHER NEWS ... a great experience! Ask your ELA 

teacher to send us your work, and we’ll contact you.  

 

Again, our e-mail address so you can send your 
comments and submissions to PANTHER NEWS for 
broadcast consideration: 

 
panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com 

 

Please come to school with basic school supplies:  pens, 

pencils and paper. 

 

 

 

mailto:panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com


 

Please make sure that you are following the uniform 

code in your student handbook.  

 

Wear your ID badge at all times while on campus. 

 

Respect each other as you pass by in the hallways. Stay 

to your right, and NO BULLYING, please!  

 

If you see trash in the hallways of our buildings and 

anywhere on our campus, pick it up, and throw it in a 

garbage can. 

 

Do not enter the buildings until 7:55am, and do not walk 

in drinking beverages. 

 

After school, stay in the gated area ... courtyard ... and 

wait for your parents to pick you up. 



Communities in Schools: 

 

 

Today:  Math Tutoring – Math Unit Review, Homework 

Completion. Math Enrichment – “Banana Split”. Physical 

Activity – Soccer Practice, Xbox, Wii.   

 

 

Tuesday:  Science Tutoring – Science Unit Review, 

Homework Completion. Science Enrichment – “Ice and 

Water Overflow?” Fine Arts – “Doodle 4 Google”. Health 

and Wellness – Dodge Ball, Cosmetology, Xbox, Wii. 

 

 

Wednesday:  Reading Tutoring - Workbook Vocabulary 

Lesson Review. Homework Completion. Reading 

Enrichment – “Healthy Nachos”. Physical Activity – 

Soccer Practice.    

   



 

Lunch Menu 

 

 

Today:  Ground Beef and Macaroni, or Chicken Tenders, 
Bread, Sweet Peas, Carrot Coins, Carnival Cookie, Pear 
Cup. 

 

 

 

Tuesday:  Steak Fingers and Gravy or Oven Fried Chicken, 
Sweet Corn, Green Beans, Whole Wheat Bread, Carrot- 
Raisin Salad. 

 

 

 

Wednesday:  Chicken Enchilada or Sloppy Joe, Spanish 
Rice, Steamed Cauliflower, Mixed Vegetables, Fruit Mix 
and Gelatin.  

 

 

 

 



 

That’s all for now. We’ll see you Thursday. Have a great 
day, and study hard! Your future depends on it! 
 


