
 

Good morning, it’s March 21, 2013, and welcome to Panther 

News. I’m __________________________, ____th grade. 

 

“The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo” is now over. It 

was a great success. This organization/event also supports 

education. 

 

Because college is only a dream for so many students, the 

Show has made an extraordinary impact on the lives of 

many young people. Currently, more than 2,000 students 

are on Show scholarships, attending more than 100 

different Texas colleges and universities. The value of these 

scholarships is approximately 30 million dollars. 

 

To receive a “Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo” 

scholarship, you must demonstrate academic potential 

(good grades), citizenship/leadership and financial need, 

and you must attend a Texas college or university. So, put 

on your cowboy hat, and begin to think about this possibility 

to help pay your way through college. 



Good morning.  I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

You’ve heard the word, “rodeo” mentioned a couple of 

times, so let’s take a look at the origin or beginning of 

this sport. 

 

It came out of the working practices of cattle herding in 

Spain, Mexico, and later the United States, Canada, 

South America and Australia. It was based on the skills 

required of the working vaqueros and later, cowboys, in 

what today is the western United States, western 

Canada, and northern Mexico. 

 

Today, it is a sporting event that consists of events that 

involve horses and other livestock, designed to test the 

skill and speed of the cowboy and cowgirl athletes who 

participate. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cowboy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cowboy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Horse
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Livestock
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cowboy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cowboy#Cowgirls


Good morning.  I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

We used “vaquero” and “cowboy” in the same sentence. 

The word "cowboy" appeared in the English language by 

1725. It is a direct English translation of vaquero, a 

Spanish word for an individual who managed cattle while 

mounted on horseback. It was derived from vaca, 

meaning "cow”. 

 

The “vaquero” traditions developed in Mexico from 

methods brought to Mesoamerica from Spain. They 

became the foundation for the North American cowboy. 

The vaqueros of the Americas were the horsemen and 

cattle herders of Spanish Mexico, who first came to 

California in 1687. 

 

Today, two major and distinct vaquero traditions remain, 

known today as the "Texas" tradition and the "Spanish", 

"Vaquero", or "California" tradition. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mesoamerica
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cowboy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Viceroyalty_of_New_Spain
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Texas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California


Good morning.  I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

 

It is now Spring. This past Wednesday was the first day of 

this season, or the “Spring Equinox”.  The sun shined 

directly on the equator, and the length of day and night 

was nearly equal. 

 

The March equinox marks the start of Spring, and it has 

long been celebrated as a time of rebirth. Many cultures 

and religions celebrate or observe holidays and festivals 

around the March equinox, like “Easter” and “Passover”.  

 

Equinoxes have been celebrated in cultures all over the 

world for as long as we have had written history. One of 

the most famous ancient Spring equinox celebrations 

was the Mayan sacrifices by the main pyramid in Chichen 

Itza, Mexico. 

 

http://www.timeanddate.com/astronomy/equinox-not-equal.html
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/march-equinox-traditions.html
http://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/march-equinox-traditions.html


 

Good morning.  I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

We are now reviewing Math in our 8th period because 

most of us would probably say that it is the most difficult 

subject to understand and get correct. Why is Math 

difficult? 

 

According to about.com, Math is difficult because it 

requires much labor/work, skill and planning. It takes 

patience and persistence. Math is not something that 

comes automatically, with little effort.  

 

It is a subject that requires lots and lots of time and 

energy. This means, for many, the problem has little to 

do with brain power; it is mostly a matter of staying 

power. 

 

 
 



 

Good morning.  I’m __________________________, 

____th grade. 

 

In today’s world of Googling, and finding answers quickly, 

patience is a big problem. In a culture where we are 

already short on patience and persistence, extra time just 

isn’t going to happen. We move on, ready or not.  

 

So, we need to find a way to not move on. We need to be 

patient while we are studying Math and working the 

problems. 

 

Math know-how is cumulative, which means it works 

much like a stack of building blocks. We have to gain 

understanding in one area before we can effectively go 

on to “build upon” another area. 

 

We’ll have more about Math and the other core subjects 

in later broadcasts. 



Good morning.  I’m __________________________, ____th 

grade. 

 

Some quick announcements: 

 

Today from noon to 1:30, “NASA EDGE” will have a vodcast 
or live video cast about Space weather and NASA’s 
Magnetospheric Multiscale mission. Teachers, please tune 
in, if you can at ustream.tv/nasaedge. Space weather and 
NASA digital art by RYSS and Dublin Intermediate students 
will be used during the interview and discussion by Mr. Troy 
Cline, Chief Project Manager for the mission.   

RYSS students went to Dublin ISD, Dublin, Texas last school 
year to teach their students how to use graphic arts 
software (GIMP) to make digital art about Space weather 
and NASA’s mission. One more time, noon to 1:30 at 
ustream.tv/nasaedge. 
 
 
Next week is “College Prep Spirit Week”. For 5 dollars for 
the week or 2 dollars per day, you can dress up: 
Monday – “Tacky Day”;  Tuesday – “Western Day”;  
Wednesday – “Twin Day”;  Thursday – “School Spirit Day” 
(black and gold colors).  



 
 
There is a bake sale today. The PE classes … grades 6 
through 8 … are participating in “Hoops for Heart”, a 
fundraiser for the American Heart Association. The 
money from the bake sale will go to gift cards for the top 
fundraisers in grades 6 through 8. The times are 1:30 - 
3pm. Support the fundraiser, and buy some freshly 
baked cookies, brownies, cupcakes and more. If anyone 
would like to donate any baked goods or store bought 
goods they could sell, that would be greatly appreciated. 

 
 
 

Students, “go live”, and read your composition on 

PANTHER NEWS ... a great experience! Ask your ELA 

teacher to send us your work, and we’ll contact you.  

 

Again, our e-mail address so you can send your 
comments and submissions to PANTHER NEWS for 
broadcast consideration: 

 
panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com 

 

mailto:panthernewsreport@panthernewsreport.com


 
Please come to school with basic school supplies:  pens, pencils 
and paper. 
 

Please make sure that you are following the uniform code in 

your student handbook.  

 

Wear your ID badge at all times while on campus. 

 

Respect each other as you pass by in the hallways. Stay to your 

right, and NO BULLYING, please!  

 

If you see trash in the hallways of our buildings and anywhere 

on our campus, pick it up, and throw it in a garbage can. 

 

Do not enter the buildings until 7:55am, and do not walk in 

drinking beverages. 

 

After school, stay in the gated area ... courtyard ... and wait for 

your parents to pick you up. 



Communities in Schools 
 

 

 

 

Today:  Career Awareness – “Organizational Skills”. 

Homework Completion. Physical Activity – Soccer Game. 

Fine Arts and Technology – Xbox, Wii.     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lunch Menu 

 

 
 

 

Today:  Crispy Chicken or Fish on Bun, Mayo and Ketchup, 
Salad, Sweet Potato Sticks, Fresh Fruit. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

That’s all for now. We’ll see you next Monday. Have a 
great day, and study hard! Your future depends on it! 
 


