
Good morning, it’s October 11, 2012, and welcome to 

Panther News.  I’m __________________________, ____th 

grade. 

 

As we deliver the news this morning, a RUMBO Houston 

newspaper staff person is currently behind our camera 

covering our broadcast so he can write a story about 

PANTHER NEWS in the next issue. This is great for our 

school, and thank you, RUMBO! 

 

This newspaper is a Spanish language publication covering 

Houston's local and community news including education, 

personal finance and health. It also covers national, 

international, sports and entertainment news with 

particular emphasis on Mexico and Latin America. 

 

It is published once a week on Fridays, and it has a 

circulation of 50,000 copies. The newspaper is owned by 

ImpreMedia. Check out its website … RUMBOTX.com. It is 

presented in the Spanish language. 

 



Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Mr. Chambers and his core group of seventh graders had 

a great day yesterday teaching graphic arts software to 

second graders at Harmony Hills Elementary School in 

San Antonio. 

 

As in the past with other core groups of RYSS student 

mentors, these students made an impression on the 

second graders, their teacher and other teachers and 

staff at the elementary school. The impression was so 

great that most of the very young students involved in 

the workshop wanted their partners … our RYSS students 

… to stay. 

 

Not only did our core group of students succeed in 

conveying their knowledge about software, but also in 

setting up and nurturing meaningful “big brother/big 

sister” relationships with the second graders. 

 



Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Ms. Julia Blake, English teacher received an exciting 

surprise from Ross Atkins, a journalist and host of “World 

Have Your Say” who is establishing himself as a leader in 

interactive media, the future of world news. He invited 

Ms. Blake and her students to Skype with him in his 

studio in London, England. 

 

He did this because Ms. Blake told him how the 

discussions on “freedom of speech” on his show 

paralleled the discussions her students had in her 

classroom about “freedom of speech versus national 

security”.  

 

The recent happening in the Middle East that resulted in 

the death of the U.S. Ambassador to Libya, prompted Ms. 

Blake to include current events in her lesson plans. As a 

result of the topic, “freedom of speech versus national 

security”, her students had mature, insightful, and 

passionate discussions. 



Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

This past Tuesday Ms. Blake’s students had the 

opportunity to share via Skype with Mr. Atkins who 

spoke with them about politics and other current events. 

He spoke about the future of journalism, British music 

bands, the weather, and plans to hopefully visit the 

school in the near future.  

 

He gave them a live, online tour of their studios at the 

BBC in London, explaining in detail how the show is 

produced. Her students had an amazing experience that 

could only be matched by actually travelling to London to 

meet Mr. Atkins, host of “World Have Your Say”. 

 

Skype in the Classroom is an easy way for teachers to 

open up their classroom, meet new people, talk to 

experts, share ideas and create amazing learning 

experiences. Go to:  education.skype.com 

 



 

Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

“Communities in Schools” is very active on our campus. 

To give you an idea of what will be happening: 

 

Today:  Reading Tutoring – Possessive Nouns Review. 

Homework Completion. College and Workforce 

Readiness – Professional Artist Career, Resume 

Presentation. Homework Completion. Youth 

Development Enrichment – Soccer, “Passing and 

Communication”.  

 

Friday:  Career Awareness – College Review, Houston 

Community College. Homework Completion. Physical 

Activity – Soccer, Teamwork. Fine Arts Technology – 

Xbox. Homework Completion. Physical Activity – 

Basketball. Fine Arts Technology – Wii.   

   

 



Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Mr. Kraus, Art teacher has his students working on 

“Arcimboldo Style Self-Portrait”. Instead of drawing their 

outer-self, the students are drawing, cutting-out and 

gluing or a combination of both, what makes-up their 

self-identity, hobbies and activities. Students will be 

demonstrating skill and craftsmanship in using various 

materials. 

 

Giuseppe Arcimboldo was an Italian painter. He was born 

in 1527, and he died on July 11, 1593. He is best known 

for creating imaginative portrait heads made entirely of 

such objects as fruits, vegetables, flowers, fish, and 

books. 

 

He painted representations of these objects arranged in 

such a way that the whole collection of objects formed a 

recognizable likeness of the portrait subject. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Painting
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_head
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Portrait


Good morning, I’m ________________,  _____th grade. 

 

Some very cool approaches for learning in our 

classrooms: 

 

Mr. Corson had his students make a life-sized silhouette 
to represent a character from “The Great Gatsby”. Each 
body part/limb had a quote from the novel/character 
whose words represented the character and what might 
be taking place within. 
 
Mr. Ramirez addresses persuasive speaking in his 
Communications Applications class. The ability to be 
poised … in control … confident, and articulate … speak 
well … is a valued skill for effective communication. 
 
Ms. Bennett’s Biology students are developing a 
Scientific vocabulary list, and they are also using this 
vocabulary in other contexts by writing sentences with 
the words in a non-scientific situations. 
 
 



Tonight is the Vice Presidential Debate between Vice 

President Joe Biden and Congressman Paul Ryan. It will 

air at 8:00pm from Center College in Danville, Kentucky. 

It will cover both foreign and domestic topics. 

 

Vice Presidential Debates are usually not as important as 
the main Presidential Debates, but this year's election 
has changed that perception. 

 

Following the first Presidential Debate last Wednesday 
with most people saying that Romney won, the eyes are 
on Vice President Joe Biden to help give President 
Obama a needed boost. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Some quick announcements: 

 

This coming Monday, October 15 is “picture day” for grades 
9 through 12. Order forms have been distributed for these 
grades. Be sure to fill it out, and bring your form of 
payment. 

 

Again, the blood drive will be held October 25 from 8:30am 
to 2:00pm in the TCCC-RYSS library. Let your family 
members and friends know so they can donate blood. They 
have to be at least 16 years old. Save lives! 

 

Today and tomorrow, purchase a pink ribbon, or wear a pink 
shirt for $1.00 to support breast cancer awareness. All of 
the money collected will go to the Komen Foundation. This 
foundation is the largest breast cancer organization in the 
United States.  

 
The Gala will celebrate the 20th Anniversary of Tejano 
Center for Community Concerns and Raul Yzaguirre School 
for Success. It will be held on October 19 from 6:00pm until 
midnight at the Houstonian Hotel.  

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Breast_cancer


 
More quick announcements: 
 
 
We continue to ask for composition submissions so our 

fellow students will have an opportunity to read them “live” 

on PANTHER NEWS. Teachers, please submit your students’ 

compositions to Mr. Chambers so we can then contact the 

student writers for our broadcasts.  

 
 
Mr. Brown’s Math Club meetings and practice for 
competitions are Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7:20 to 
7:50am in room 80A. Students, grades 6 through 8, are 
encouraged to join. 
 

The Robotics team is building robots from Lego pieces. If 
you are interested in making some cool robots, and then 
competing, please talk with Mr. Sanchez in room 322. 

 

If you … teachers and students … have some news, contact 

Mr. Chambers via e-mail and/or drop it off at the academy 

offices.  

 



And more quick announcements: 
 
 
PANTHER NEWS is looking for student newscasters. 
Represent your school, worldwide. Please talk with Mr. 
Chambers in room 331. 
 
 
Don’t think homework, think preparation or prep. Our 

school is the College PREP Academy. This means that 

your teachers are preparing you to graduate, and go to 

college for a better future. So, help your teachers with 

this preparation by doing your homework. 

 

Make sure that you have your planner with your books 
and school supplies so you can organize your day and 
week. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



And more quick announcements: 
 
 
If you see trash in the hallways of our buildings and 
anywhere on our campus, please pick it up, and throw it 
in a garbage can. 
 
 
Respect each other as you pass by in the hallways. Stay 
to your right, and NO BULLYING, please! 
 
 
Wear your ID badge at all times while on campus.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Lunch Menu: 
 
 

 

Today:   Chicken Fajita Strips with Salsa and Tortilla or 
Chopped Beef Sandwich, Charro Beans, Steamed Spinach 

Fruit Mix and Gelatin. 

 

 

 

Friday:   Crispy Chicken or Fish on Bun, Mayo and 
Ketchup, Lettuce and Tomato, Baked Tater Tots, Sliced 
Peaches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



We have a special guest, Ms. Sasser. She teaches 8th 
grade Writing/ELA. 

 

Ms. Sasser is enjoying her first year here at RYSS, and is 
thrilled at the progress some of her students are making. 

 

In addition to teaching, she is a published author, a part-
time photographer, a full-time graduate student, and a 
full-time mom of five!  

 

She is passionate about helping people find ways to 
share their creativity through the written word. 

 

Welcome! 


